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“T
ha

t 
is 

Bi
g 

Be
n!

” 
sa

id
 N

at
.

“W
ho

 is
 B

ig
 B

en
?”

 I
 s

a
id

.

“B
ig

 B
en

 is
 n

ot
 a

 m
a

n,
” 

N
at

 s
a

id
. 

“B
ig

 B
en

 is
 t

he
 b

el
l t

ha
t 

is 
in

 t
ha

t 

cl
oc

k.”
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Th
e 

bu
s 

w
en

t 
o

n.

“T
ha

t 
is 

a 
po

sh
 s

po
t 

th
er

e!
” 

N
at

 

sa
id

.

“P
os

h?
” 

I 
sa

id
. “

W
ha

t 
is 

th
at

?”

“A
 p

os
h 

sp
ot

 is
 w

he
re

 s
tu

ff
 

co
st

s 
a 

lo
t,”

 s
a

id
 N

at
. “

M
o

m
 h

ad
 

lu
nc

h 
in

 t
he

re
 o

nc
e,

 a
nd

 it
 c

os
t 

so
 m

uc
h 

th
at

 d
ad

 g
ot

 m
ad

.”
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Th
e 

M
an

 in
 th

e 
Bl

ac
k 

H
at

A
ll 

of
 u

s 
go

t o
ff

 th
e 

bu
s. 

N
at

 le
d 

us
 u

p 
to

 a
 m

an
 in

 a
 b

la
ck

 h
at

.

“B
et

h,
” 

N
at

 s
a

id
, “

th
at

 m
a

n 
w

ill 

no
t 

g
rin

.”

“W
hy

 n
ot

?”
 I

 s
a

id
.

“H
is 

jo
b 

is 
to

 s
ta

nd
 t

he
re

 a
s 

st
ill 

as
 a

 r
o

ck
 a

nd
 n

ot
 g

rin
,” 

N
at

 

sa
id

.
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“I
 w

ill 
do

 t
he

 b
es

t 
tr

ic
k 

I 
ca

n,
” 

N
at

 s
a

id
. “

Bu
t 

I 
w

ill 
be

t 
th

at
 

m
a

n 
w

ill 
no

t 
g

rin
.”

N
at

 d
id

 a
 t

ric
k 

a
nd

 f
el

l o
n 

hi
s 

ba
ck

.

N
at

’s 
tr

ic
k 

go
t 

a
ll 

of
 u

s 
to

 g
rin

, 

bu
t 

th
e 

m
a

n 
in

 t
he

 b
la

ck
 h

at
 

d
id

 n
ot

 g
rin

.
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“I
 b

et
 I

 c
a

n 
ge

t 
hi

m
 to

 g
rin

!” 
I 

sa
id

. 

I 
d

id
 a

 s
pl

it,
 b

ut
 t

he
 m

a
n 

d
id

 

no
t 

g
rin

.

I 
sa

ng
 a

 s
o

ng
 a

nd
 d

id
 a

 ji
g

, b
ut

 

st
ill 

th
e 

m
a

n 
d

id
 n

ot
 g

rin
.
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M
o

m
 g

ot
 lo

ts
 o

f 
sn

a
p 

sh
ot

s 
of

 

us
 a

nd
 t

he
 m

a
n 

in
 t

he
 b

la
ck

 

ha
t. 

Bu
t 

th
er

e 
is 

no
t 

o
ne

 s
na

p 

sh
ot

 w
he

re
 t

ha
t 

m
a

n 
g

rin
s.
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Th
e 

M
an

 in
 th

e 
Ki

lt

O
nc

e 
N

at
 a

nd
 I

 m
et

 a
 m

a
n 

in
 

a 
ki

lt.

I 
sa

id
, “

W
hy

 is
 t

ha
t 

m
a

n 
in

 a
 

d
re

ss
?”

N
at

 s
a

id
, “

Th
at

 is
 n

ot
 a

 d
re

ss
. I

t 
is 

a 
ki

lt.”

“A
 q

ui
lt?

” 
I 

sa
id

.

“N
o,

” 
N

at
 s

a
id

. “
A

 k
ilt

.”
63



64

“W
ha

t 
is 

a 
ki

lt?
” 

I 
sa

id
.

M
o

m
 s

a
id

, “
Th

e 
ki

lt 
te

lls
 u

s 
th

at
 

th
e 

m
a

n 
is 

a 
Sc

ot
. T

he
 c

lo
th

 o
n 

th
e 

ki
lt 

te
lls

 u
s 

w
he

re
 t

he
 m

a
n 

is 

fr
o

m
.” 

“S
o

 t
he

 k
ilt

 te
lls

 u
s 

hi
s 

pa
st

?”
 I

 

sa
id

.

“Y
es

,” 
sa

id
 M

o
m

. “
It

 is
 a

 b
it 

of
 h

is 

pa
st

.”

M
o

m
 g

ot
 t

hi
s 

sn
a

p 
sh

ot
 o

f 
us

 

w
ith

 t
he

 m
a

n 
in

 t
he

 k
ilt

! 
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Th
e 

M
ap

 

O
nc

e 
a

ll 
of

 u
s 

w
er

e 
o

n 
a 

tr
ip

 

w
he

n 
a 

do
g 

ra
n 

up
 a

nd
 b

it 
th

e 

m
a

p.

D
ot

 s
a

id
, “

Ba
d 

do
g

! S
to

p 
th

at
! 

D
ro

p 
th

at
 m

a
p

! D
ro

p 
it!

”

Bu
t 

th
e 

do
g 

d
id

 n
ot

 d
ro

p 
th

e 

m
a

p.
 T

he
 d

o
g 

ra
n 

up
 t

he
 b

lo
ck

 

w
ith

 t
he

 m
a

p.
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N
at

 r
a

n 
to

 g
et

 t
he

 m
a

p,
 b

ut
 D

ot
 

sa
id

, “
It

 is
 ju

st
 a

 m
a

p.
 L

et
 t

he
 

do
g 

ha
ve

 it
.”

Ju
st

 t
he

n 
th

e 
do

g 
le

t 
th

e 
m

a
p 

d
ro

p.
 N

at
 g

ot
 it

 a
nd

 h
el

d 
it 

up
.

“H
er

e 
it 

is,
” 

N
at

 s
a

id
. “

Bu
t 

it’
s 

go
t 

a 
bi

g 
rip

 in
 it

.”

“W
el

l,”
 D

ot
 s

a
id

, “
I 

a
m

 ju
st

 g
la

d 

th
e 

do
g 

bi
t 

th
e 

m
a

p 
a

nd
 n

ot
 

o
ne

 o
f 

us
.”
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In
 th

e 
C

ab

D
ot

 g
ot

 u
s 

a 
ca

b.

Th
e 

ca
b 

m
a

n 
sa

id
, “

W
he

re
 to

?”

D
ot

 s
a

id
, “

Th
e 

Ki
ng

’s 
Pu

b.
”

“W
ha

t 
is 

a 
pu

b?
” 

I 
sa

id
.

“A
 p

ub
 is

 a
 s

po
t 

to
 g

et
 lu

nc
h,

” 

sa
id

 N
at

.
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“I
f 

it’
s 

th
e 

Ki
ng

’s 
Pu

b,
” 

I 
sa

id
, “

I 

be
t 

it’
s 

po
sh

. W
ill 

I 
ge

t 
to

 s
it 

w
ith

 

th
e 

ki
ng

?”

“N
o,

” 
sa

id
 D

ot
 w

ith
 a

 g
rin

. “
Bu

t 

th
is 

pu
b 

ha
s 

go
t 

th
e 

be
st

 f
ish

 

a
nd

 c
hi

ps
!”

Th
e 

ca
b 

m
a

n 
go

t 
us

 to
 t

he
 p

ub
 

in
 a

 f
la

sh
. T

he
n 

a
ll 

of
 u

s 
w

en
t 

in
 

to
 h

av
e 

lu
nc

h.
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Lu
nc

h 
at

 th
e 

Ki
ng

’s 
Pu

b

A
t 

th
e 

Ki
ng

’s 
Pu

b,
 a

ll 
of

 u
s 

ha
d 

fis
h 

a
nd

 c
hi

ps
.

A
ll 

of
 t

he
 p

ub
s 

in
 t

he
 U

.K
. s

el
l 

fis
h 

a
nd

 c
hi

ps
. T

he
 f

ish
 a

nd
 

ch
ip

s 
I 

ha
d 

in
 t

he
 K

in
g’

s 
Pu

b 

w
er

e 
th

e 
be

st
 I

 h
ad

 in
 t

he
 U

.K
. 

Yu
m

, y
um

!
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N
at

 h
ad

 a
 g

la
ss

 o
f 

m
ilk

 w
ith

 h
is 

fis
h 

a
nd

 c
hi

ps
. T

he
n 

hi
s 

ha
nd

 h
it 

th
e 

g
la

ss
. 

Sp
la

sh
! 

Th
e 

m
ilk

 w
en

t 
o

n 
D

ot
’s 

fis
h 

a
nd

 

ch
ip

s. 

Th
is 

sn
a

p 
sh

ot
 te

lls
 it

 a
ll.
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Th
e 

Pu
nt

D
ot

 s
a

id
, “

Le
t’s

 r
en

t 
a 

pu
nt

!”

“A
 p

un
t?

” 
I 

sa
id

. “
W

ha
t’s

 t
ha

t?
”

D
ot

 le
d 

us
 to

 a
 d

o
ck

. T
he

re
 

w
er

e 
tw

o
 p

un
ts

 t
he

re
, a

s 
w

el
l 

as
 a

 m
a

n 
w

ith
 a

 lo
ng

 s
tic

k.

“L
et

’s 
re

nt
 o

ne
!” 

I 
sa

id
.
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A
ll 

of
 u

s 
go

t 
in

 t
he

 p
un

t. 
Th

e 

m
a

n 
w

ith
 t

he
 s

tic
k 

go
t 

in
 la

st
.

Th
e 

m
a

n 
sa

id
, “

Ki
ds

, t
hi

s 
pu

nt
 

ca
n 

tip
. I

f 
it 

tip
s, 

a
ll 

of
 u

s 
w

ill 
ge

t 

w
et

. T
he

 b
es

t 
th

in
g 

to
 d

o
 is

 to
 

sit
 s

til
l a

nd
 n

ot
 s

ta
nd

 u
p.

”

N
at

 a
nd

 I
 s

at
 s

til
l a

nd
 d

id
 n

ot
 

ge
t 

w
et

.

It
 w

as
 a

 lo
t 

of
 f

un
.
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Th
e 

Tr
ip

 B
ac

k

Th
e 

tr
ip

 to
 t

he
 U

.K
. w

as
 s

o 

m
uc

h 
fu

n.
 I

 w
as

 s
ad

 t
ha

t 
it 

ha
d 

to
 e

nd
. 

W
he

n 
it 

d
id

 e
nd

, N
at

 a
nd

 I
 h

ad
 

a 
hu

g
. S

o
 d

id
 M

o
m

 a
nd

 D
ot

. 

Th
en

 M
o

m
 a

nd
 I

 g
ot

 b
ac

k 
o

n 

th
e 

je
t.
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W
he

n 
M

o
m

 a
nd

 I
 g

ot
 b

ac
k 

to
 

th
e 

U
.S

., 
D

ad
 m

et
 u

s. 

“D
ad

!” 
I 

sa
id

, “
I 

a
m

 g
la

d 
yo

u 

a
re

 h
er

e.
 I

 w
ish

 y
o

u 
w

er
e 

w
ith

 

us
 in

 t
he

 U
K.

 M
o

m
 a

nd
 I

 w
en

t 

o
n 

a 
pu

nt
 a

nd
 h

ad
 f

ish
 a

nd
 

ch
ip

s 
at

 a
 p

ub
! N

at
 a

nd
 I

 s
at

 o
n 

to
p 

of
 a

 b
ig

 r
ed

 b
us

 a
nd

 w
en

t 

pa
st

 B
ig

 B
en

! I
t 

w
as

 t
he

 b
es

t 

tr
ip

!”
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I 
go

t 
a 

m
a

p 
of

 t
he

 U
.K

. a
nd

 

hu
ng

 it
 u

p.

I 
st

uc
k 

re
d 

do
ts

 o
n 

a
ll 

th
e 

sp
ot

s 

M
o

m
 a

nd
 I

 w
en

t 
to

.
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M
o

m
 g

ot
 p

rin
ts

 o
f 

th
e 

sn
a

p 

sh
ot

s 
fr

o
m

 t
he

 t
rip

. 

I 
se

nt
 t

he
 b

es
t 

o
ne

s 
to

 N
at

!
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b

o
ut

 t
hi

s 
B

o
o

k

T
h
is

 b
o

o
k
 h

a
s
 b

e
e
n
 c

re
a
te

d
 f
o

r 
u
s
e
 b

y
 s

tu
d

e
n
ts

 l
e
a
rn

in
g

 t
o

 r
e
a
d

 w
it
h
 t

h
e
 C

o
re

 

K
n
o

w
le

d
g

e
 R

e
a
d

in
g

 P
ro

g
ra

m
. 

R
e
a
d

a
b

ili
ty

 l
e
v
e
ls

 a
re

 s
u
it
a
b

le
 f
o

r 
e
a
rl
y
 r

e
a
d

e
rs

. 
T

h
e
 

b
o

o
k
 h

a
s
 a

ls
o

 b
e
e
n
 c

a
re

fu
lly

 l
e
v
e
le

d
 i
n
 t

e
rm

s
 o

f 
it
s
 “

c
o

d
e
 l
o

a
d

,”
 o

r 
th

e
 n

u
m

b
e
r 

o
f 

s
p

e
lli
n
g

s
 u

s
e
d

 i
n
 t

h
e
 s

to
ri
e
s
. 

T
h
e
 E

n
g

lis
h
 w

ri
ti
n
g

 s
y
s
te

m
 i
s
 c

o
m

p
le

x
. 

It
 u

s
e
s
 m

o
re

 t
h
a
n
 2

0
0

 s
p

e
lli
n
g

s
 t

o
 s

ta
n
d

 

fo
r 

4
0

-o
d

d
 s

o
u
n
d

s
. 

M
a
n
y
 s

o
u
n
d

s
 c

a
n
 b

e
 s

p
e
lle

d
 s

e
v
e
ra

l 
d

iff
e
re

n
t 

w
a
y
s
, 

a
n
d

 m
a
n
y
 

s
p

e
lli
n
g

s
 c

a
n
 b

e
 p

ro
n
o

u
n
c
e
d

 s
e
v
e
ra

l 
d

iff
e
re

n
t 

w
a
y
s
. 

T
h
is

 b
o

o
k
 h

a
s
 b

e
e
n
 d

e
s
ig

n
e
d

 

to
 m

a
k
e
 e

a
rl
y
 r

e
a
d

in
g

 e
x
p

e
ri
e
n
c
e
s
 s

im
p

le
r 

a
n
d

 m
o

re
 p

ro
d

u
c
ti
v
e
 b

y
 u

s
in

g
 a

 s
u
b

s
e
t 

o
f 
th

e
 a

v
a
ila

b
le

 s
p

e
lli
n
g

s
. 

It
 u

s
e
s
 o

n
ly

 s
p

e
lli
n
g

s
 t

h
a
t 

s
tu

d
e
n
ts

 h
a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 t

a
u
g

h
t 

to
 

s
o

u
n
d

 o
u
t 

a
s
 p

a
rt

 o
f 
th

e
ir
 p

h
o

n
ic

s
 l
e
s
s
o

n
s
, 

p
lu

s
 a

 h
a
n
d

fu
l 
o
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T
ri
c
k
y
 W

o
rd

s
, 

w
h
ic

h
 

h
a
v
e
 a

ls
o

 b
e
e
n
 d

e
lib

e
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te
ly

 i
n
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o
d

u
c
e
d
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n
 t

h
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 l
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 m
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 d
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 p
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h
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o
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 l
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 d
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 b
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c
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h
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